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second book of this work he not only defends the use of force by the example of Christ in the temple, but he sets an example of intemperance and arrogance of speech which the Donatists quickly follow. Petilian's temper was not improved by remarks about his ' diabolical pride' and ' most inept loquacity,' and he repaid in the same coinage. In the third book Augustine has entirely lost the idea of moderation. He is sadly domineering and abusive : ' Let him go now,' he says at one stage, 'and denounce me as a dialectician with his puffing lungs and turgid throat,' and there is much talk about his 'stupid cursing' and 'blasphemous mouth.' In the end he modestly contrasts their respective writings as ' the inflated and the solid, the bloated and the sound, the storm and the calm, divine utterance and human presumption.' In the meantime he had an adventure with another able Donatist bishop, Crispinus of Calama. His disciple Possidius, now Catholic bishop of that town, was attacked by the Donatists in a neighbouring village. They set fire to the house he took refuge in, thrashed the men of his party, and stole all their horses. Possidius, obviously acting on Augustine's advice, appealed to the lawsecured a copy of his writing against the Cascilianists, and began his    work   Against   Petilian's   Letter.      In    theg originally from a contaminated source—the traditor, Felix of Aptunga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
